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Scooter riders making
trek to Bike Week

They may not be straddling Har-
leys or clad in leather, but local
scooter riders are embarking on
“Scoot to Daytona,” an hourlong
ride to Bike Week, which runs -
through March 10, 1B
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Scooters join in at Bike Week

Riders say they
are welcome by

Harley brethren

BY SUSANNE CERVENKA
FLORIDA TODAY

TITUSVILLE — They aren’t
clad in all leather, but local
_scooter riders have their own
counterculture, and they're tak-
ingitto Bike Week.

About 20 bikes from the
Space Coast Scooter Crew met
for lunch and shop talk at Scoot-
er’s Deli in Titusville before em-

barking on the “Scoot to Day-
tona,” the hourlong ride up to
Bike Week, which runs through
March 10.

While Bike Week, a 10-day
festival centered on the Daytona
200 motorcycle race, is more
known for Harley riders, scooter
riders say they are welcomed
with open arms by most of their
two-wheel brethren.

“We're cut from the same

‘cloth,” Space Coast Scooter

Crew pmmdent Ryan Egan said.
“I have Harley ys wave at me
allofthetime.” i

Scooters are. becoming more
fashionable as an option to com-
bat skyrocketing gas prices,

week.com or Space Coast

toscooters by their low gas mile-

Online age. Scooteri can gan{‘ears 50 to
See the official Bike Week 100 miles per gallon, he said.

Web site sponsored by Scooters also are cleaner,

Daytona Chamber of Com- Egan said. He doesn’t worry

" merce at www.officialbike- about the burns and dirty

clothes that sometimes came

Scooter Crew's at from riding his old motorcycle.
WWW.SCOOtercrew.org. But it was the scooter culture
that caused him to trade in his
motorcycle for his Vespa GT
Scooter Crew members said. 20% e 2
“It's a craze that, nght now, is gan starte > cooter Crew
starting to get a lot of momen. L0 Years ago with five mem-

tum,” said Joey Mall, scooter
rider and owner of Scooter’s
Deli.

Egan said he was first drawn

bers. The club has since grown
to about 50 members and now
has asister group in Ocala.
Scooters attract a broader
range of personalities in people,

Egansaid.

There's the conservative
group that likes to meet and talk
about their latest upgrades.

Scooter riders, especially
those like Karen Ranes who fa-
vor the vintage models, canbe a
rowdy bunch.

“The Harley people are con-
servative as far as I'm con-
cerned,” said Ranes of Sanford,
who is taking her Stella scooter
she named Evergreen up to Bike
Week.

Ranes said she and her hus-
band rode scooters in the 1970s
and motorcycles later on, but

See BIKEWEEK, 6B

Event ends March 10

terfaces is also popular for

PIKE WEER o 1B ' scoot?r riders, said BJ Strass, ed-
had given up two-wheel vehicles itor of the online scooter maga-
o e cisies . zine ScooterRIderOnline,com.
they walked into a motorcycle Scooter riders can add thou-
shop and fell in love vnth the sands of dollars of accessories to
Stellas. scooters that themselves can
. Evergreen is a 2003 Stella, but range from $800 to $9,000 for
Ranes has customized it to look top-end models.
vintage. . (e g 41 _]ust hmltedbyyounmag-
, Customizmg their rides w'xth - nation,” Strasssaid. m
- everything from to ste-  Contact Cervenka at 360-1018
Fsmne vonente; TLORIPATODAY feos and Biuetooth eell phone in-  or scervenka@floridatoday.com. -
On the move. Jim Tillman, left, of Oviedo, and Ron Bauer, of Gain- 3 : IRl L .

sville, share stories about their scooters Saturday morning before =
heading off to Bike Week in Daytona Beach.



